Atag

June 2024

Church@3
WIGAN

This month’s headlines and information from Church Wigan to keep you in the know

Confirmations

During June Church Wigan will be rejoicing
in the confirmation of around 100 people,
including students from The Deanery High
School. These will take place in several
services across the deanery, including some
where two parishes come together. Please
pray for all those embarking on a deeper
journey of faith and let us collectively support
and encourage these individuals as they take
this next step in their spiritual walk.

Right Buildings - update

Concluding the 18 month review of all our
church buildings, our PCCs met in April to
agree which buildings they can retain, and
which to release. In total 24 will be retained
and 6 were identified for release. The PCC
decisions were reviewed and supported by
Deanery Synod, and in May the Joint Council
created a deanery recommendation which has
been sent to the bishop for approval. The plan
will then go through the formal processes of
the Church of England to officially close or
repurpose the 6 buildings.

The buildings recommended for release are: St
Catharine Scholes, St Anne Beech Hill, St John
New Springs, Good Shepherd Bamfurlong, St
Barnabas Marsh Green and St James and St
Elizabeth Bickershaw.

Team Rector Neil Cook says, ‘The conclusion of
the review has been very positive, yet naturally
brings some mixed feelings. We have achieved
a broad consensus and mapped a course back
to joyful sustainability. However, our hearts go
out to the congregations and communities
whose buildings have been identified for
release. Our priority is to work with them on
next steps and support them in their faith and
ongoing call to be salt and light. Thanks for the
grace you've shown throughout this necessary
yet at times challenging process.’

An Introduction to Sports Chaplaincy

Sports chaplaincy is a massive opportunity for
us to share the love and hope we have in Jesus
with thousands of people, especially the young,
who play sport or watch on the sidelines. It
doesn’t require a theology degree or even any
sporting skills; it’s about loving people.

The team is running a number of short sessions
to explain what sports chaplaincy is all about, so
come along and see if it might be for you.

e Tues 18th June 1lpm - 2pm
Laithwaite Park Newtown WN5 0TU

e Wed 19th June 7pm - 8pm
Highfield Cricket Club WN3 6BL

e Sat 29th June 1lam - 12pm
Laithwaite Park Newtown WN5 0TU

More info sportschaplaincy@churchwigan.org

Can yu fe

Support Services Manager

Are you coming towards the end of a career that
has given you experience of leading teams and
operations management? Do you want to bless
the people of Wigan and make a difference?

Then consider the role of Support Services
Manager at Wigan Deanery Trust, the charity
that gives practical support to enable Church
Wigan to offer its Lifted social justice ministries
(such as our pantries), Next Gen team and large
funeral ministry, and helps local church
volunteers to manage their buildings well. In
the role you’d work closely with the Trust vice
chair, team rector and a committed team to help
us grow our vital mission to Wigan.

Salary £25-£30k FTE, 25 hours per week over 4-5
days. For a full information pack contact
christiane.cook@wigandeanerytrust.org.
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Living the Psalms 2:
Psalms to give thanks & praise to God
St Francis Kitt Green, Sat 8 June 9.30am- 1pm

This is the second in our series on the Book of
Psalms and we will be exploring the Psalms
that enable us to praise God for who He is and
thank Him for what He has done. This session
looks at how God’s people have celebrated his
goodness and will inspire us to enrich our own
prayers and lives with overflowing praise.

Book your free place via the E + E
website or by using the QR code: L]
www.buytickets.at/churchwigan
Alternatively call 01942 705260.  [B]

New! Loose Enders

Are there times when you are a solo, for what-
ever reason? Maybe you would like to go to the
cinema but your partner or friends can’t make it?
Maybe you’d like to go for a run or bike ride but
don’t want to join a club? Or maybe you just want
to go for a pizza but don’t want to go alone.

The Loose Enders is a group of people who find
themselves a solo at times, whether through loss
of a partner, or simply friends not being
available. The Loose Enders looks to connect
solos with a like minded interest. For more
information contact

» Karen Parkinson 01942 272838,

e Dave Hamlett 01942 740812
Or come along to an exploratory meeting at St
John’s Pemberton on Wed 12 June at 7.30pm.

Greenhouse Workshops in June

Greenhouse helps you grow your church, conn-
ecting people, offering flexible resources and
helping you join in with God’s work in your
community. The next round of sessions are:

Tue 18 June, 7.00-9.30pm - St James Poolstock
Mon 24 June, 7.00-9.30pm - venue TBA
Sat 29 June, 9.15-11.45am - St Stephen Whelley

Surf Stage 2024

Location- Next to
Wayfarer Pub, Parbold
When - 5-7 July

Day tickets and festival
activities are free.
Camping also available for
a small cost.

FESTIVAL .

It’s for everyone, including those who would
never usually set foot in a church but who can
stumble into God’s presence. Last year the
festival welcomed over 3000 people, put on 15
bands, provided free adult, youth and kids
activities, prayed over and into the lives of
hundreds, and pulled 1175 pints and sold 1159
burgers and bites! Info: www.surfstage.co.uk

For eur ﬂ((wy

Keep praying for those being ordained
Revs Sam Swan and John Keeley, ordained as
priests on Sat 8 June, 3pm, and Alison Brown
and Andrew Turton, ordained deacon, Sat 22
June, 3pm, all at Liverpool Cathedral. There are
various parties to celebrate, see our facebook
page or ask your local leader for more details.

D-Day Act Of Remembrance
6 June, 11am, All Saints Wigan by the memorial

Music For A Summer Evening

Sun 30th June 4pm, St Matthew Highfield
An evening of musical celebration, joined by
pupils from Highfield St Matthew’s School.

The Well, Sun 2 June, 7.00-8.30pm
St Mark Newtown, WN5 9BN - contemporary
worship, teaching and prayer ministry.

3rd Working Together Conference

Sat 13 July, 9.15-1.00pm, Sunshine House

For churchwardens, assistant wardens and all
frontline volunteers that help run our churches.




