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This month’s headlines including special Easter events

Working Together Conference 2025

We thank the many churchwardens, assistant
wardens and other crucial volunteers attending the
Working Together conference on Sat 22 March.
Archdeacon Simon Fisher explained the ‘Diocesan
Improvement Programme’ which transfers £30m
from the national church to ‘continue and expand
mission and ministry in the parishes of the diocese
without overburdening the people and while
working for future sustainability.” Already in 2025
substantial funds will be made available to Wigan
for Support Services which offer vital help to our
parish volunteers. We also met key members of
the new diocesan buildings support team, Paul
Silvester and Tom Rickwood, whose ‘can-do’
attitude will help our local parishes overcome the
obstacles and red tape that often frustrate us.
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. Nicola Harris

We are thrilled to introduce

Nicola as the newest member of

M. our Support Services Team.

A proud Wiganer, Nicola brings nearly a decade
of experience supporting children, families,

schools, and vulnerable adults. In her new role
with the Wigan Deanery Trust, Nicola will be
assisting both the funeral team and providing
essential administrative support. She is eager to
contribute to the incredible work the team does
delivering vital services to the Wigan community.

- Congratulations to Rev

) Alison Brown & Rev Andrew
Turton for successfully

\\ graduating from Emmanuel

Theological College. They celebrated completing
their Theology, Ministry & Mission qualification
and Formation Pathway at a Graduation
Eucharist on 15 March.

A selection of Easter Events

There are dozens of Easter events and services. See
local church notices for what’s happening near you.
Here are a few unusual events which may interest
you:

Easter Hols Free Lunch for Families
Tue 8 Apr, 12-2pm, St James Centre, Poolstock

The lunch will also include activities based around
Palm Sunday. No need to book just turn up.

Easter Egg Trails

Sat 12 Apr, 10.30am-1.30pm Ashton Town Centre
Begins at the Card House and Balloon Room in
Ashton and will end at St Thomas Church where
there will be Easter crafts, activities, refreshments.

Sat 19 Apr, 2pm & 4pm, St Paul’s Hall (in grounds
of school), Warrington Road, Goose Green WN3
6SB. Crafts, hot cross buns, refreshments and prize
egg for completing the outdoor Easter story trail!

The Saviour by William Lloyd Webber
Sun 13 April, 6.30pm, St Matthew’s Highfield

A sacred cantata with lyrical melodies, rich
orchestration, and a deeply spiritual narrative.

Tenebrae Service

Wed 16 Apr, 8pm, St Michael Swinley

A candle lit service from light into darkness,
involving scripture readings and extinguishing of
candles to symbolise Christs suffering and death.

Orrell Christians Together
Maundy Thu 17 Apr, 7.30pm, St Luke’s Orrell

Sunrise Services wly/
Easter Morning, Sun 20 April >/ =

Parbold Hill, opposite Miller & Carter 6.00am
Marsh Green, outside St Barnabas church 6.30am

Three Sisters Ashton, near the lake, meet at the
car park 6.30am

St Stephens Whelley, outside the church 6.30am
followed by breakfast.
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Prayer Corner

o For the health and wellbeing of our
volunteers, lay leaders and clergy.

» For people to discover (or re-discover) faith
in Jesus in a vibrant new way, including
younger people.

e For more volunteers, so that existing
volunteers are eased and our vital ministry
expands into the community.

Try Alpha!
Town Centre and Central Hub are

running an Alpha Course at St Marks

@ Church, Newtown WN5 9ED.
The course starts on Wed 23 Apr at 7pm and

everyone is welcome. Please pray and encourage
anyone who would like to explore more about
Faith. To register or to find out more information
please contact: suesixsmith@yahoo.co.uk

News from Lifted

A new Pop-Up Pantry is to open in the Hall at St
David's Haigh on Tuesday evenings, 5.30-7.00pm
beginning on 8 April. Aimed at people who work
during the day. JEDS Pantry will provide surplus
food left from Tuesday morning.

Easter Holiday Hunger - Ashton Pantry, The Pop-

Up at Holy Trinity Downall Green, and Tom's
Pantry have secured Feast of Fun grants to
provide Easter activities and meals. Five pantries
will also offer activity packs and pantry shops for
80 children via Holiday Activity Fund projects.

Ashton Pantry have now secured funding for the
extension to St Thomas Church Hall, providing a
new kitchen, cafe and improved storage. Work is
due to start on 7 April.

Lifted Worship and Prayer Evening

Mon 14 Apr, 7.30pm, St Nathaniel’s Platt Bridge
Please go along to find out what’s been happening
and to join them in prayer and worship.

The Well ‘Choose Life’

Sun 6 Apr, 7pm, St Mark Newtown

Exploring how we can get free of the circum-
stances of our life which rob joy and keep us
down and instead step into the abundant life God

intends for us. Come along if you've never been.

St George’s Day Parade

Sunday 27 Apr 10.30am. The walk will begin at

Mesnes Park in Wigan, proceeding through the
streets and concluding at the Parish Church by
11:00 am, for the St. George’s Day service.
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Get refreshed at our Guided Prayer

Retreat - open to all

Sat 10 May, 9.30am-12.30pm, St Luke’s Orrell
‘All Who Are Thirsty - Come To The Table’
Have you ever been on a short prayer retreat? It’s
a wonderful, uplifting, peace-giving opportunity
to have time alone with God yet with pointers to
help you into prayer. The day begins at 9am with
refreshments, then worship, a short talk to
inspire us, bible readings and prayer stations.
Also an opportunity to step out into nature for
added inspiration. To book contact Carol Foster
by emailing: prayer@ churchwigan.org

CREATING PSALMS
Composing & Singing Psalms
Sat5 Apr 2025 10:30 AM - 3:00 PM

Learn to express your worship
and prayers through Psalms and
music, led by Andy Brown.

No great musical talent required!

To book go to: Op#-10]
www.buytickets.at/churchwigan E
or scan the QR code =

St Thomas Church, Warrington Rd, Ashton, WN4 9PL




