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‘TOWARDS A JOYFUL FUTURE’

Written by Revd. Neil Cook
Team Rector of Church Wigan

Dear brothers and sisters,

Everywhere we look it is clear we live in strange and
unsettling times. By faith we know that God is working
out his purposes. We see encouraging signs of this here
in Wigan, such as growing unity among the churches
and young enquirers turning up to explore faith. In all
our parishes there has been beautiful creativity in
mission resulting in growth over the last two years that
has bucked national trends.

At the same time, things aren't like they used to be.
Thanks to our wonderful volunteers, lay leaders and
clergy we still do great things. But we have less people
and money now, and many are tired. The feeling is,
we’re spinning too many plates. It’s also apparent that
we can’t force our way back into flourishing by simply
working harder or relying on the tried and tested
methods of the past. We’ve all been asking, what can
we do?

And then, this summer, God spoke to us.
The word was ‘murmuration’.

A  murmuration is the jaw-dropping spectacle
performed by starlings. As dusk approaches, thousands
of birds move together in swirling, shifting patterns. It’s
mysterious, mesmerising and beautiful. Watching a
video of a murmuration, one of our clergy exclaimed,
“This is worship!’

For the full Church Wigan Organisational Wellbeing report, a video from Neil about the image
of a murmuration and the four page ‘Joyful Future’ document, scan the QR code or visit...
www.churchwigan.org/joyfulfuture

And God appeared to say to us, ‘I have a plan for you,
one to prosper you and give you hope and a future. But
it is my plan, not yours. Like starlings taking to the
wing to join others and become the murmuration, your
role is to join in with the things I reveal to you’

We realised that our future sustainability will not be
secured by our brilliant strategies and working ever
harder, but by discerning God’s priorities for us, season
by season, and embodying these in wise planning. We
call this joyful obedience, an attitude to ministry that
doesn’t try to keep everything going at all costs but
does the thing God highlights using the resources freely
available to us. It’s about spinning less plates and
moving toward a future which is less anxious and more
joyful.

This long journey towards a joyful future has started
with listening: to God and each other. After much
listening, this autumn our PCCs will agree on the
priorities that, in faith, they believe the Spirit is
showing them. Then, over the following months, clear
plans will be formulated to embody these priorities,
using the resources God has already given to us. We
will do what we can, not what we can’t, trusting God to
provide.

Your PCC will keep you informed of what’s
happening. In the meantime, keep praying for a
joyful future where God’s will is done ‘in Wigan as
in heaven.

www.churchwigan.org
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The Well - Dates & Speakers

This November, we will be joined at The
Well by Bishop Ruth Worsley!

Come and hear the Bishop of Wigan teach
on hearing the Holy Spirit for mission and
join in a night of worship, inspiration, and
fellowship you won’t want to miss!

Please note - November’s Well service will
be on the second Sunday of the month
(see dates below).

Join us live on Facebook from 7pm, or
watch later on YouTube.

9th November 2025 (7pm) - Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Wigan
(Second Sunday of the Month)

7th December 2025 (7pm) - Kevin & Anne Roberts, ReSource
(First Sunday of the Month)

Talks from the Well are available to watch on
the Church Wigan YouTube Channel. Scan
the QR code, or search ‘Church Wigan’ on
YouTube for more information.

DYouTue
Remembrance Service

This year’s Remembrance service at Wigan Parish Church will
be held at 11am on Sunday 9" November. The Mayor’s
procession will start from the Town Hall on Library Street, at
10:15am.

Faith and Feast!

On Sunday 5% October, a brand new Worshipping Community
was launched - Faith & Feast - at Rectory Primary School,
Downall Green. Led by Stuart Barton-Ainsworth and a team
from Holy Trinity, the first session was a roaring success, with a
total of 61 children, adults, staff and team members in
attendance! Check out the Holy Trinity Church Facebook page
for updates about upcoming Faith & Feast events.

LML COMMISSIONING!

We are also excited to say that Stuart will be
commissioned as a ‘Local Missional Leader’
(LML) on Sunday 7th December at 11am in
Holy Trinity! Asan LML, Stuart will have a
focus on Church/School partnerships. We met
up with Stuart to hear all about his life, faith
and journey to commissioning...

...Scan the QR code or visit the
website below to watch Stuart’s
‘My Journey’ video!

www.churchwigan.org/storiesofhope

£220,000 in Debt Cleared!

Over the past 2 years, our Christians Against Poverty (CAP)
Debt Centre team, led by our ‘Debt Coach’ Christiane Cook,
have worked closely with individuals and families across Wigan
to release them from debt and lift them out of poverty.

The team have now hit an incredible milestone of £220,000
debt cleared!

If you would like to talk about how to get involved with the
team or if you yourself are struggling with debt, please
contact christiane.cook@wigandeanerytrust.org

Christiane & the TP’Be iender Team
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Next Gen Sleepover

The Next Gen Team invite all 11-16 year olds to an unforgettable
sleepover at St Thomas’ Church, Ashton-in-Makerfield on
Thursday, 14th November!

Expect fun games, snacks, laughter and great company all night
long!

Grab your sleeping bag, bring your friends, and get ready for a
night to remember!

For more info, contact the Dan on Next Gen Team -
dan.munro@wigandeanerytrust.org.

Last Night of the Proms

This September, St Michael and all Angels Church raised a
whopping £1,795 for charity at their ‘Last Night at the Proms’
concert, featuring the Pemberton Old Wigan DW Championship
Band! Congratulations to all involved! See below for more
information about upcoming events at St Michaels.

Dates for Your Diary

St Michael’s has a busy December ahead! ‘Elvis & Friends’ kick
things off on 5th December (tickets £10), followed by the
Community Choir on 10th raising money for charity. The ‘Really
Awful Orchestra’ (who are anything but!) perform on 12th, and
the Wigan Choral Society presents Handel’s Messiah soon after.
More festive events are planned —see the back page for details.

Arise - Youth Worship

Arise is a creative and fun space for youth to connect, learn,
worship and share stories of God at work. All young people,
between the ages of 11 to 17 are welcome! Come along for
activities, games, pizza and many more exciting things.

The next ‘Arise’ gathering is on Sunday 30th of November,
4:30pm-6pm at St Mark’s Church, Newtown.

For more information, check out the Church Wigan Next
Generation Facebook page or contact
aisha.whittington@wigandeanerytrust.org

Have any news for the January / February Newsletter?

Send it to Nicola at communications.officer@churchwigan.org










