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RHYTHM OF DISCIPLESHIP - CHURCH ANNIVERSARIES! - SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER EVENTS

WASHING THE FEET OF WIGAN

THE IMPORTANCE OF SERVING OTHERS AS WE FOLLOW THE EXAMPLE OF JESUS

Written by Revd. Neil Cook
Team Rector of Church Wigan

Anyone who has ever explored a calling to Christian
ministry and leadership will have been challenged
early on with Jesus’ words found in Mark 10.44-45.
‘For the Son of Man [that is, Jesus himself] did not
come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life
as a ransom for many.

He was confronting the self-serving attitudes of his
disciples, to help them understand that a willingness
to serve, rather than achieving status or position or
success, is how God judges greatness. Christ came to
serve; therefore, the chief call of those who follow him
is also to serve. That’s why service is a key ‘beat’ in our
rhythm of discipleship.

I remember a group of Chinese Christians recounting
the story of a young mother who had become a
follower of Jesus in the days of great persecution in
that country. She heard the Holy Spirit prompt her to
share the good news of Christ in front of the police
station. She thought at first it was a demon trying to
get her into trouble, but after repeatedly hearing the
voice she was convinced it was God. So she obeyed.

Within minutes she was arrested and later sentenced
to spend several years in a women’s prison. Her young
son was removed by the Party and raised to hate her.
She seemed to lose everything. Yet 800 women at the
jail found faith in Christ through her. The service was
costly, but the eternal reward priceless.

That is a dramatic example, yet serving comes in many
guises. Scripture tells us that there is no hierarchy of
service; to faithfully scrub the toilets at church is as

honourable - perhaps more honourable - as being
Archbishop of Canterbury. And of course, service is not
limited to what we do in church. We can easily forget
that vital Christian witness and service is done in the
workplace, in the family, in other spaces where the
light of the gospel is needed.

I feel privileged to be part of a church here in Wigan
which has committed itself so wholeheartedly to
serving people of all ages and means in our local
communities. We offer hundreds of organised
activities that ‘wash the feet’ of Wigan (mostly, but not
exclusively, in a metaphorical sense) and thousands of
everyday small acts of service done by our members in
the course of their daily lives.

But we can’t be complacent. We can still be subject to
our fallen human nature which tempts us to put our
own selfish desires at the heart of everything. It’s not
that being a Christian forces us to ignore our own real
needs but that, as we follow the Servant King’s
example, we find a deeper joy as we serve others and
find our own needs wonderfully met on the way. ‘For
we know that in all things God works for the good of
those who love him and have been called according to
his purpose’ (Romans 8.28).

Thank you for your service in Christ’s name. To
encourage you in this, why don’t you come to The
Well on Sunday 6™ September to meet our
wonderful new Bishop of Warrington as he speaks
about the vital counterpart of service: the Christian
discipline of rest. You can find the details inside.
May the Lord sustain you in service and grant you
refreshing rest.

www.churchwigan.org
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September & October 2026

The Well - Dates & Speakers

um'a Sunday 6" September | 7pm - 9pm
St Mark’s Church, Newtown
ma Sunday 4" October | 7pm - 9pm
St Elizabeth’s Church, Aspull @

This September & October we will be continuing our
journey into exploring the ‘Rhythms of Discipleship’;
practical ways to grow in faith through prayer, learning,
rest, generosity, service, and sharing our story.

Come along in September to hear the new Bishop of
Warrington, Bishop Simon Robinson, talk on Rest. In
October, we will be gathering for the Well at St
Elizabeth’s Church, Aspull and reflecting on the
prophecy of the Murmuration and all that God has
been doing in this season. Parking is available on
Bolton Road, Aspull. All are welcome!

. , Elﬁ':, 40
Missed the last few services? Don’t Cpaki o
worry - you can catch up on previous 'ﬁ
services on the Church Wigan YouTube E|| ;

Channel or on our Facebook page!
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Cultivate Courses

We warmly invite you to one of the following 6
Week ‘Cultivate’ Courses.
To sign up, scan one of the QR codes provided.

What is Cultivate?

Cultivate is a 6 week course that
helps church members sensing a
call to reach out in mission in
fresh ways to explore this calling
and discern how it might look in
their own context. It’s a practical
mix of prayer, engaging teaching
input and lots of peer support.

St Paul’s Church, Goose Green
(Starting 7th October)
Wednesdays | 12.15pm - 2.45pm

St Thomas’ Church, Ashton
(Starting 17th September)
Thursdays | 7.15pm - 9.15pm

Please also contact Revd. Sandra Jones at
sandra.jones@churchwigan.org if you are interested
in the course at St Thomas’.

Update on Wigan Parish

Work is progressing well with the re-ordering project at
Wigan Parish Church, where the back of church is being
re-structured, by highly skilled workmen, to prepare the
space for the church’s next season of serving the
community. The project is nearing an end with just the
floor edging, furniture, finishing touches and office
glass panels to be completed.

For a sneak peek at the ongoing work,

-
scan the QR code. This will take you 0 %
to YouTube, where you can find the i i
August project update from the I=: ]

S Mas ’ (1584 s

fantastic Mark Fairhurst.

Reader Licensing - Ruth Laemmel

We warmly invite you to celebrate the
Licensing of Ruth Laemmel as a

Reader, at St Mark’s Church this
September. This is due to be a
wonderful occasion and we are

delighted to celebrate with Ruth as she
embarks on this new chapter in her
ministry.
sma Saturday 26" September | Starting at 12:15pm
St Mark’s Church, Newtown

Ruth generously recorded the story of her Elﬁt
faith and journey to becoming a reader. -
Scan the QR code to visit our Youtube
page, where you can find the interview.

Lindsay Yates

This summer, the very familiar face of
Revd. Lindsay Yates joined the West
Hub team as a curate!

We’re so excited to have Lyndsay with
us and can’t wait to see her flourish as
she continues her training. Please do
pray for Lindsay as she steps out in
faith, pursues her calling, and begins
this exciting new stage of ministry
with us.

Have any news for the November / December Newsletter?

Send it to Nicola at communications.officer@churchwigan.org




A Farewell Note from Revd. Sam
Nicholson

After 30 years of ministry, 18 of which have been spent
serving in Wigan, Revd. Canon Sam Nicholson moved
on from her role in Church Wigan at the end of August
to become a hospital chaplain at the Royal Albert
Edward Infirmary. Sam will be very much missed. We
are very thankful for her care, ministry, wisdom and
friendship. Sam has written a note below to reflect on
her time in ministry and say a very fond farewell.

On 3 September 2008, I was licensed as Vicar of St
Catharines, Scholes, and Christ Church, Ince. It was my
first experience of leading more than one church, and their
first experience of sharing one. It wasn’t always easy, but
one of my greatest joys was watching two communities
gradually come together, get to know one another and
enjoy each other’s company. In time, that team of two
became part of a central hub, joining St Andrew’s, St
Anne’s and St Mary’s. I have particularly happy memories
of our hub parish weekend away and seeing the churches
working and growing together.

In 2018, I moved to work alongside
Rev Will Gibbons in the Town

Centre hub - St George’s, St
Michael’s, All Saints and St Mark’s

- with a particular focus on
chaplaincy in the town. That

opened up many new experiences and
relationships. Then came my cancer
diagnosis and Covid, bringing changes I certainly hadn’t
expected. I remain deeply grateful for the care, kindness
and prayers I received during my illness.
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Change came again when Will and I helped out in the
North West parish, giving me the opportunity to meet and
get to know even more people across Wigan. As an
extrovert, I have always loved that - well, most of the time!
Then Town Centre joined with Central, bringing me back
into contact with people I had known before. Looking back,
there has been a lot of change, and not all of it has been
easy, but throughout it all I have valued the importance of
working together. One of the things I have appreciated most
about Church Wigan is the willingness of people to come
together, share the load and support one another. Of
course, like many of us, I wish there were more clergy and
more leaders, but I am thankful for the many people who
have given their time, gifts and friendship along the way.
Now I am off to something new, beginning part-time
hospital chaplaincy. I am excited about what lies ahead,
but I leave with a very full heart and a deep sense of
gratitude for the people and communities I have been
privileged to share this journey with.

One final thought, although there has been much
change, it is also true " Jesus Christ is the same

yesterday and today and forever" Hebrews 13.8

Revd. Sam Nicholson

A Warm Welcome to Revd.
Carol Bates!

We are delighted to announce that Revd. Carol Bates has
been appointed as the new Hub Leader for the North
West Parish. She will join us in Wigan this Autumn -
date TBC!

Carol was a teacher for 24 years. Her first teaching job was
teaching missionary children in the Amazon jungle with
Wrycliffe Bible Translators. Her final ten years of teaching
was in Special Education working with students with severe
learning difficulties and profound and multiple learning
difficulties, in South East London schools. Prior to training
for ordination she was a Licensed Lay Reader at St Mildred’s
Church, Lee and has been involved in Christian ministry
since she was a teenager at St John’s with Holy Trinity,
Deptford. Carol trained for ordination at St Augustine’s
College of Theology serving in church placements and her
title curacy on estate, sub-urban and urban areas. The past
2 years she has served as Rector of a group of 8 rural
churches in Kent.

Carol is married to Chris a retired
London firefighter and mum to three
children aged 25, 24 & 21 years.

In her spare time she enjoys being
with family and friends in whatever
shape or form this takes - exercising,
holidaying, eating, drinking, working,
resting or playing. She also likes
reading, singing and cultivating house
plants.

Carol is very much looking forward to serving as the
Team Vicar of Church Wigan North West and is excited
to be joining the Church Wigan Team.

Church Anniversaries!

This Autumn marks some very special Church
milestones within Church Wigan. The 13™ September
is the 160™ Anniversary of St James with St Thomas
Church in Poolstock and this Autumn, we are also
celebrating the 150th Anniversary of St Elizabeth’s
Church, Aspull!

Turn over for more information about the history
and present day impact of these incredible churches.
There’s lots to get involved in and so much to
celebrate!

St Elizabeth’s Church, Aspull
Celebrating 150 Years

Have any news for the November / December Newsletter?
Send it to Nicola at communications.officer@churchwigan.org




Heaven Scent

Heaven Scent is a wonderful community garden project
at St Paul’s Church in Goose Green. The idea was first
conceived by Peter Grey seven years ago, but at the
time it “simply wasn’t the right moment”. Now, the
project has blossomed into reality, with the church, St
Paul’s school, local families, Wellspring and the Next
Generation team all playing a part in creating a
beautiful, prayerful space for the community. Several
local businesses have also supported the fundraising by
sponsoring specific planters. Together, the project has
raised a phenomenal £805 in aid of the Next
Generation Project.

Project leader Peter Grey said: “Throughout every step
of the way, we have felt the guidance of the Holy Spirit,
with love at the heart of everything we have done. I am
so thankful for the wonderful team I have had the
privilege of working with, and for everyone who has
played their part. Above all, we believe this project is
‘All about You, Lord.” But this is only the beginning, as
the Holy Spirit continues to build upon His creation.”

Everyone is invited to come and
experience Heaven Scent for
themselves. The garden is open every
Saturday from 10:30am to 1:30pm
until the end of September, offering
tea, coffee and a welcoming place to !
relax, have a chat or simply sit and

enjoy the beauty of the garden.

100 Years of MU, St Andrews

In what is already a very special celebration year for
the Mothers’ Union nationally, we are also excitingly
celebrating 100 years of the Mothers’ Union at St
Andrew’s Church, Springfield this October!

We are delighted to invite you to their Centenary
Celebration service. All MU members or interested
people are welcome. Light refreshments will be served
in the Parish Centre afterwards. Please see the service
details below.

CGrave Matters: Lend a Helping
Hand

Our churchyards need plenty of care, especially during
the summer months. We’re deeply grateful to our
wonderful volunteers who help keep them tidy,
welcoming and beautiful. Could you spare a few hours
to lend a hand? Every bit of help makes a real
difference and helps keep maintenance costs down.

If you would like to join a team to help look after your
local graveyard, please email Nicola at
enquiries@churchwigan.org with your name, contact
details and preferred churchyard. Many hands make
light work!

Welcome back to Kirsty!

We would like to wish Kirsty Pennington, the Wigan
Deanery Trust ‘Support Services Manager’ a warm
welcome back as she returns from maternity leave.

If you need to get in touch with Kirsty, for matters
relating to the Wigan Deanery Trust, or simply to
welcome her back to the team, her email is:
kirsty.pennington@wigandeanerytrust.org

Fundraising Celebration!

We’re thrilled and deeply grateful for the generous
grants and donations received this year.

A special thank you to everyone in Wigan who
supported our February appeal for Wigan Next
Generation, helping sustain vital work with 0-25 year
olds and two school counsellors at The Deanery C of E
and Byrchall High School. Your support keeps the
current team in place for at least another year, helping
young people grow, thrive and flourish!

Heartfelt thanks also go to The Skipton Building
Society Charitable Foundation for part-funding the
next year of the Christians Against Poverty Wigan
Debt Centre, The Florence Foundation for pet food
supplies across our 10 Wigan Food Pantries, and
Stronger Spaces for urgent repairs and security work
at St Nathaniel’s, Platt Bridge.

Good News from South Hub

St Peter’s Church, Bryn has had a busy summer! The
Brigade groups have returned from their annual camp
and the church’s summer has been filled with a
community walking day and Praise Picnic in the park!

Eth Yates has written a fantastic article Bl E]
on Bryn Boys’ and Girls’ Brigade Camps w"%
through the years. Scan the QR code to %_E; i g}
read it, along with Gill Ping’s update on ﬁﬁ&ﬁ

what the church have been up to!

A fantastic time was had by all the ‘Faith
and Feast Spectacular Fun Day’ this
summer. The day was held in
collaboration with Rectory Primary J*
School and Bishop Simon Robinson was
even in attendance!

To read more about this wonderful
event and the collaboration between
church and school, scan the QR code.
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CELEBRATING

160 YEARS

OF ST JAMES WITH ST THOMAS' CHURCH,

This year, St James with St Thomas Church in
Poolstock celebrates 160 years of worship, faith and
service to the local community.

The roots of St James’ reach back to September 1863,
when its foundation stone was laid to create a place of
worship for Poolstock’s growing population. Three
years later, on 15 September 1866, the church was
consecrated. At the time, Poolstock was a thriving
industrial community, with coal mining, mills and
industry shaping the lives of local families.

Funded by Nathaniel Eckersley, a local colliery
proprietor and Wigan MP, the church was established
to serve the working people of the area. Eckersley was
a strong supporter of education and opportunities for
ordinary working people, values reflected in the
church’s purpose as a place to worship, learn, meet
and belong. In 1970, St Thomas’ Church closed and
the two congregations united, forming the church we
know today.

Over sixteen decades, people have passed through its
doors for worship, baptisms, weddings, funerals,
celebrations, moments of prayer and so much more.
Through times of change and challenge, the church has
remained a constant presence, sharing in the lives of
local families.

Today, as part of Church Wigan’s West Hub, worship,
prayer, friendship and community remain at the
church’s  heart. Through its cafe, food pantry,
activities, services, groups and support for local people,
it continues to be a pillar of faith in the community.

After 160 years, St James with St Thomas continues
to worship, serve and welcome — keeping faith at
the heart of Poolstock.

We welcome you to join St James with St Thomas
Church, as they celebrate at their 160" Anniversary
celebration weekend (see event details below).

To commemorate this special occasion,  [E]giz%[a]
we have created a video celebrating the F
history and impact of the church. Scan =8
the to watch on our YouTube channel. Of

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION DATES
FOR YOUR DIARY

St James’ Heritage Day
Saturday 12*" September | 11lam - 5pm

St James with St Thomas Church, Poolstock
The church will welcome visitors from 1lam-5pm for
guided tours exploring its history and how it speaks to
us theologically. Bellringing chamber tours will include
demonstrations. The café will serve hot food until 2pm,
followed by light snacks until 5pm.

Anniversary Service

smia Sunday 13" September | 10:30am
St James with St Thomas Church, Poolstock

This will be a Hub Service with robed choir and Bishop
Ruth presiding, with Holy Communion. We will
celebrate with cake and drinks after the service and a
peal will be attempted on the bells after the service.



CELEBRATING

150 YEARS

OF ST ELIZABETH'S OF HUNGARY, ASPULL

St Elizabeth’s Church, Aspull, has begun a very special
anniversary year, marking 150 years since the laying of
its foundation stone by Roger Leigh in August 1876.

The milestone was recently celebrated with a special
Murmuration cake and fizz event, bringing the church
community together to launch a year celebrating 150
years of faith, worship and community in Aspull.

St Elizabeth’s was built when Aspull was growing rapidly.
St David’s, Haigh, had served the area since 1832, but by
the time St Elizabeth’s was consecrated in 1882, the
population had quadrupled and a larger church was
needed. Roger Leigh and the Earl of Crawford helped fund
the £6,500 building project.

Over the past 150 years, St Elizabeth’s has witnessed huge
changes in Aspull. Its bricks could tell countless tales — of
two World Wars, the sacrifices of local people, and the
vibrant coal mining and steel industries that once shaped
the community. Through all these changes, St Elizabeth’s
has stood strong at the heart of Aspull.

For 150 years, it has been a place of faith, prayer and
fellowship, witnessing baptisms, weddings, confirmations,
celebrations and countless important moments in people’s
lives. Through generations, it has offered a place to
worship, find comfort and celebrate together.

We thank God for this special place and this wonderful
church family. A special tribute must also go to the

incredible volunteers and clergy whose time, energy and

dedication continue to keep St Elizabeth’s at the heart of
the community. Their commitment helps ensure that the
church remains a welcoming place where faith can
flourish and people can come together. A special thank
you must also go to Mike Knight, a congregation member,
who has lovingly restored the foundation stone to its
former glory.

At the heart of the celebrations is ‘Murmuration’, a
spectacular community artwork created by local artist
Brian Whitmore. Around 500 handmade paper birds,
each created by members of the community, have formed
a breathtaking installation reflecting “150 Years of Faith in
Aspull” Together, they represent the many people whose
lives and faith have been woven into the story of St
Elizabeth’s.

As the anniversary year continues, St Elizabeth’s looks
forward with gratitude for its past, joy in its present
and faith and hope for the future.

As the Church’s Anniversary
approaches, a special video will be
released in October to celebrate this
historic milestone and the lasting
impact of the church. The video will be
available on our Youtube channel.

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION DATES
FOR YOUR DIARY

Anniversary Service

um'a Sunday 11" October 2026 | 2pm
St Elizabeth’s Church, Aspull

Come along and celebrate the 150" anniversary of St
Elizabeth’s Church. The Lord Lieutenant of Greater
Manchester as well as the Mayor of Wigan will be in
attendance. This is also a great opportunity to come and
see the ‘murmuration’ art installation.

Due to expected high numbers, booking is essential
through Ruth on 07506729292 or  email
ruthatherton@hotmail.com


mailto:ruthstherton@hotmail.com

ACROSS CHURCH WIGAN
THIS SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2026

Evensong @ St Luke’s, Orrell

A Night with the Houghton
Weavers

A Night with the Houghton Weavers at St Peter’s
Pavilion. Come along for a night of fantastic music
with their classic hits such as, ‘Uncle Joe’s Mintballs’
and ‘The Ballad of Wigan Pier’. Tickets cost £15 each
and are available from Ruth on 07506385503 or by
messaging the St Peter’s Church Facebook Page. The
bar will be open and refreshments will be available.

Flower Arranging by Frank

Come along for an evening of fun and learning as
Frank explains flowers for Autumn. Doors open at
7pm for a 7:30pm start.

Tickets cost £10 each. To book, contact Jan
Cornthwaite on 07764 357403.

The Band & Corps of Drums

of the Royal Regiment of the Lancashire Fusiliers

Tickets cost £10 each including refreshments,
programme and Union Flag. To get tickets contact
Eileen Magee (01942 521523) or Annette Baron
(07779 064608). Alternatively call in at All Saints
Church on Sunday or Wednesday mornings from 9am-
12noon.

Harvest Fellowship Lunch

St Elizabeth’s Church, Aspull, invite you to enjoy a
Harvest Fellowship Lunch following their 1lam
Harvest Festival Church Service. As part of the lunch,
you will enjoy hotpot, jam sponge and custard. The
lunch is free, but donations welcome towards the
upkeep of the church. Booking is essential!

To book, contact Eric on 07753 526219 or Elaine on
07368 286702.

Harvest Afternoon Tea

Come along for an evening of fun and learning as
Frank explains flowers for Autumn. Doors open at
7pm for a 7:30pm start.

Tickets cost £15 each. To book, contact Jan
Cornthwaite on 07764 357403.

Revd. Mike Greenwood’s Last
Service

Revd. Mike Greenwood will be presiding at St Paul’s
Church for the final time in late September, as he has
decided not to renew his Permission to Officiate
(PTO).

Mike has served as incumbent at a number of churches
across Wigan throughout his time in ministry, and the
positive impact of his ministry has been felt by all he
has served. We would encourage you to come along as
we celebrate Mike’s ministry and thank him for all he
has contributed.

Tea, coffee and cake will be available after the service.
Mike and Gillian will continue to worship at St Paul’s
in the future.

Last Night of The Proms

The Pemberton Old Wigan DW Championship Band.
Tickets £12 - purchase from 07792 414964.

Lifelines Dementia Cafe

The October cafe will be Harvest themed. Our
Dementia Cafés are free to attend and we welcome
those living with dementia, their carers and anyone
else who would like to join us.

Harvest 2026!

All of the Harvest Services and
Events this year can be seen in one
handy place! Scan the QR code, or
visit www.churchwigan.org/harvest
to find them.

SFAl
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CONTINUED...

Assembly Bangers

i Saturday 3" October | Door Open 6pm for a
::::| 6:30pm start .
St David’s Church, Haigh
Dust off your vocal cords and get ready for a serious dose
of primary school nostalgia! Join us for an unforgettable
evening celebrating the ultimate assembly bangers that
defined our school days.

Belt out classics like...
s Autumn Days
¢ Shine Jesus Shine’,
1 One More Step and many more!

Tickets: £10 Per Person, which includes a
complimentary choice of alcoholic/non-alcoholic
reception drink and a snack. Scan the QR code to sign
up!

A BIG Thank You!

Open Afternoon & Service

—,. Thursday 24" September | Church open from
EH 3:30pm with service starting at 7pm.
St John’s the Evangelist Church, Abram

Come and see our new CVTV, enjoy a brew and cake, and
join in with card making, bracelet making or painting.
Activities for children and adults with a short service of
Thanksgiving at 7pm.
Please note: this replaces the usual Last Thursday service
at St John, Abram.

Middleton & Wood Car Wash

wma Saturday 3™ October | 10am - 2pm
Middleton & Wood Funeral Directors, Ince
Wigan Boys Brigade are raising funds by doing a Car
Wash at Middleton & Wood in Ince. Please come and
support and get your car cleaned at the same time.

Middleton & Wood Open Day

Middleton & Wood are also holding an open day on
Saturday 26 September from 1lam - 3pm. Come
along to find out what happens in the funeral home and
dispel all those myths.

Peace of Mind Dementia Cafe
» Tuesday 29" September & Tuesday 27th

October | 1:30pm

St Andrew’s, Garswood
In September, the group will welcome the u3a Ukulele
Group and then in October, they will be entertained by
Peter (from St Aidans) on his guitar.

The perfect afternoon out for those living with Dementia
and their family, friends and carers.

Always Ashton Halloween Trail

smta Saturday 31° October | 10.30am - 2pm
Finishing at St Thomas’ Church, Ashton

A community trail across businesses in the town centre,
finishing by celebrating God's light in the darkness with
crafts at St Thomas'. Please pray for all involved in the
preparation, planning and helping on the day. 100's of
children and families attend this and hear about Jesus
the ‘Light of the World’.

‘Lifted’ Prayer & Worship Evening

sm'a Monday 28" September | 7:30pm
i) St Nathaniel's Church, Platt Bridge

Jigsaw Festival
e Saturday 3" October | Doors open at 1lam

until 3pm

St Peter’'s Church, Hindley
Free entry! Over 250+ jigsaws to purchase which are
restocked throughout the day. Refreshments available.
The festival will even be opened by stars from the Wigan
Warriors! It’s well worth coming down - the festival is a
hit each year!

2026 Pantry Opening Times

The Pantry @ St. Nathaniel’s
Open Thursdays | 9am - 12noon

The Pantry @ Christ Church, Ince
Open Thursdays | 9am - 12noon

Tom’s Pantry @ St James’, Poolstock
Open Tuesdays | 9:30am - 11:45am
Wednesdays | 9:30am - 11:45am
Saturdays | Tlam - 2pm (alongside Faith Cafe)

Annie’s Pantry @ St Anne’s, Beech Hill
Open Mondays | Tlam - 1pm & 5pm - 6pm
(Welcome Space / Cafe 10:30am - 12:30pm)
Ashton Pantry @ St Thomas Church Hall, Ashton
Pay-as-you-feel Cafe open Mondays 12noon - ipm
Open Tuesdays | 1lam - 12noon
Thursdays | 2pm - 3pm
Sundays | 3pm - 4pm
JEDS Pop-Up Pantry @ St David’s Church Hall, Haigh
Open Tuesdays | 5:30pm - 7pm
JEDS Pantry @ St Stephen’s Church, Haigh
Open Tuesdays | 9am - 1lam
(Welcome Space until 12pm)

The Pantry @ Holy Trinity, Downall Green
Open Fridays | 9am - 10am

Aidan’s Pantry @ St Aidan’s,

Open Fridays | 1lam - 1pm

Pop Up Pantry @ Marsh Green Library
Open Wednesdays | 9:30am - 10:30am

@) /churchwigan
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	Rev Will Gibbons in the Town
	Centre hub – St George’s, St
	Michael’s, All Saints and St Mark’s
	– with a particular focus on
	chaplaincy in the town. That
	opened up many new experiences and
	relationships. Then came my cancer
	diagnosis and Covid, bringing changes I certainly hadn’t expected. I remain deeply grateful for the care, kindness and prayers I received during my illness.
	Change came again when Will and I helped out in the North West parish, giving me the opportunity to meet and get to know even more people across Wigan. As an extrovert, I have always loved that – well, most of the time! Then Town Centre joined with Central, bringing me back into contact with people I had known before. Looking back, there has been a lot of change, and not all of it has been easy, but throughout it all I have valued the importance of working together. One of the things I have appreciated most about Church Wigan is the willingness of people to come together, share the load and support one another. Of course, like many of us, I wish there were more clergy and more leaders, but I am thankful for the many people who have given their time, gifts and friendship along the way. Now I am off to something new, beginning part-time hospital chaplaincy. I am excited about what lies ahead, but I leave with a very full heart and a deep sense of gratitude for the people and communities I have been privileged to share this journey with.

	One final thought, although there has been much change, it is also true " Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever" Hebrews 13.8
	Revd. Sam Nicholson
	We are delighted to announce that Revd. Carol Bates has been appointed as the new Hub Leader for the North West Parish.  She will join us in Wigan this Autumn - date TBC!
	Carol was a teacher for 24 years. Her first teaching job was teaching missionary children in the Amazon jungle with Wycliffe Bible Translators.  Her final ten years of teaching was in Special Education working with students with severe learning difficulties and profound and multiple learning difficulties, in South East London schools.  Prior to training for ordination she was a Licensed Lay Reader at St Mildred’s Church, Lee and has been involved in Christian ministry since she was a teenager at St John’s with Holy Trinity, Deptford.   Carol trained for ordination at St Augustine’s College of Theology serving in church placements and her title curacy on estate, sub-urban and urban areas. The past 2 years she has served as Rector of a group of 8 rural churches in Kent.
	Carol is married to Chris a retired
	London firefighter and mum to three
	children aged 25, 24 & 21 years.
	In her spare time she enjoys being
	with family and friends in whatever
	shape or form this takes - exercising,
	holidaying, eating, drinking, working,
	resting or playing. She also likes
	reading, singing and cultivating house
	plants.

	Carol is very much looking forward to serving as the Team Vicar of Church Wigan North West and is excited to be joining the Church Wigan Team.

	Church Anniversaries!
	This Autumn marks some very special Church milestones  within Church Wigan.  The 13th September is the 160th Anniversary of St James with St Thomas Church in Poolstock and this Autumn, we are also celebrating the 150th Anniversary of St Elizabeth’s Church, Aspull!
	Turn over for more information about the history and present day impact of these incredible churches.  There’s lots to get involved in and so much to celebrate!
	Have any news for the November / December Newsletter?
	Send it to Nicola at communications.officer@churchwigan.org


	Heaven Scent
	Heaven Scent is a wonderful community garden project at St Paul’s Church in Goose Green. The idea was first conceived by Peter Grey seven years ago, but at the time it “simply wasn’t the right moment”. Now, the project has blossomed into reality, with the church, St Paul’s school, local families, Wellspring and the Next Generation team all playing a part in creating a beautiful, prayerful space for the community. Several local businesses have also supported the fundraising by sponsoring specific planters. Together, the project has raised a phenomenal £805 in aid of the Next Generation Project.
	Project leader Peter Grey said: “Throughout every step of the way, we have felt the guidance of the Holy Spirit, with love at the heart of everything we have done. I am so thankful for the wonderful team I have had the privilege of working with, and for everyone who has played their part. Above all, we believe this project is ‘All about You, Lord.’ But this is only the beginning, as the Holy Spirit continues to build upon His creation.”
	Everyone is invited to come and experience Heaven Scent for themselves. The garden is open every Saturday from 10:30am to 1:30pm until the end of September, offering tea, coffee and a welcoming place to relax, have a chat or simply sit and enjoy the beauty of the garden.

	100 Years of MU, St Andrews
	In what is already a very special celebration year for the Mothers’ Union nationally, we are also excitingly celebrating 100 years of the Mothers’ Union at St Andrew’s Church, Springfield this October!
	We are delighted to invite you to their Centenary Celebration service.  All MU members or interested people are welcome.  Light refreshments will be served in the Parish Centre afterwards.  Please see the service details below.
	Sunday 11th October  |  2pm
	St Andrew’s Church, Springfield


	Grave Matters: Lend a Helping Hand
	Our churchyards need plenty of care, especially during the summer months.  We’re deeply grateful to our wonderful volunteers who help keep them tidy, welcoming and beautiful. Could you spare a few hours to lend a hand? Every bit of help makes a real difference and helps keep maintenance costs down.
	If you would like to join a team to help look after your local graveyard, please email Nicola at enquiries@churchwigan.org with your name, contact details and preferred churchyard.  Many hands make light work! 🌱

	Welcome back to Kirsty!
	We would like to wish Kirsty Pennington, the Wigan Deanery Trust ‘Support Services Manager’ a warm welcome back as she returns from maternity leave.
	If you need to get in touch with Kirsty, for matters relating to the Wigan Deanery Trust, or simply to welcome her back to the team, her email is:
	kirsty.pennington@wigandeanerytrust.org

	Fundraising Celebration!
	We’re thrilled and deeply grateful for the generous grants and donations received this year.
	A special thank you to everyone in Wigan who supported our February appeal for Wigan Next Generation, helping sustain vital work with 0–25 year olds and two school counsellors at The Deanery C of E and Byrchall High School. Your support keeps the current team in place for at least another year, helping young people grow, thrive and flourish!
	Heartfelt thanks also go to The Skipton Building Society Charitable Foundation for part-funding the next year of the Christians Against Poverty Wigan Debt Centre, The Florence Foundation for pet food supplies across our 10 Wigan Food Pantries, and Stronger Spaces for urgent repairs and security work at St Nathaniel’s, Platt Bridge.


	Good News from South Hub
	Walking Days and the 1st Bryn Boys' and Girls' Brigade Camp 2026
	St Peter’s Church, Bryn has had a busy summer! The Brigade groups have returned from their annual camp and the church’s summer has been filled with a community walking day and Praise Picnic in the park!
	Eth Yates has written a fantastic article on Bryn Boys’ and Girls’ Brigade Camps through the years. Scan the QR code to read it, along with Gill Ping’s update on what the church have been up to!

	‘Faith & Feast Spectacular Fun Day’
	A fantastic time was had by all the ‘Faith and Feast Spectacular Fun Day’ this summer.  The day was held in collaboration with Rectory Primary School and Bishop Simon Robinson was even in attendance!
	To read more about this wonderful event and the collaboration between church and school, scan the QR code.

	COMING UP IN SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER
	CELEBRATING


	160 YEARS
	OF ST JAMES WITH ST THOMAS’ CHURCH, POOLSTOCK
	After 160 years, St James with St Thomas continues to worship, serve and welcome — keeping faith at the heart of Poolstock.
	This year, St James with St Thomas Church in Poolstock celebrates 160 years of worship, faith and service to the local community.

	THE RISE OF DIGITAL NOMADS
	ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
	St James’ Heritage Day
	Saturday 12th September  |  11am - 5pm

	Anniversary Service
	Sunday 13th September  |  10:30am



	CELEBRATING

	150 YEARS
	OF ST ELIZABETH’S OF HUNGARY, ASPULL
	St Elizabeth’s Church, Aspull, has begun a very special anniversary year, marking 150 years since the laying of its foundation stone by Roger Leigh in August 1876.
	As the anniversary year continues, St Elizabeth’s looks forward with gratitude for its past, joy in its present and faith and hope for the future.
	ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
	Anniversary Service
	Sunday 11th October 2026  |  2pm




	Events
	ACROSS CHURCH WIGAN
	THIS SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 2026
	Evensong @ St Luke’s, Orrell
	13th September & 11th October  |   6:30pm
	St Luke’s Church, Orrell


	Harvest Afternoon Tea
	Saturday 26th September  |  2pm - 4pm
	St Thomas’ Church, Ashton in Makerfield
	Come along for an evening of fun and learning as Frank explains flowers for Autumn.  Doors open at 7pm for a 7:30pm start.

	Tickets cost £15 each.  To book, contact Jan Cornthwaite on 07764 357403.

	A Night with the Houghton Weavers
	Saturday 19th September  |  Starts at 7pm
	St Peter’s Pavilion, Hurst Street, Hindley
	A Night with the Houghton Weavers at St Peter’s Pavilion.  Come along for a night of fantastic music with their classic hits such as, ‘Uncle Joe’s Mintballs’ and ‘The Ballad of Wigan Pier’.  Tickets cost £15 each and are available from Ruth on 07506385503 or by messaging the St Peter’s Church Facebook Page.  The bar will be open and refreshments will be available.


	Revd. Mike Greenwood’s Last Service
	Sunday 27th September  |  10:30am
	St Paul’s Church, Goose Green
	Revd. Mike Greenwood will be presiding at St Paul’s Church for the final time in late September, as he has decided not to renew his Permission to Officiate (PTO).
	Mike has served as incumbent at a number of churches across Wigan throughout his time in ministry, and the positive impact of his ministry has been felt by all he has served. We would encourage you to come  along as we celebrate Mike’s ministry and thank him for all he has contributed.
	Tea, coffee and cake will be available after the service.  Mike and Gillian will continue to worship at St Paul’s in the future.


	Flower Arranging by Frank
	Wednesday 23rd September  |  7pm
	St Thomas’ Church, Ashton in Makerfield
	Come along for an evening of fun and learning as Frank explains flowers for Autumn.  Doors open at 7pm for a 7:30pm start.

	Tickets cost £10 each.  To book, contact Jan Cornthwaite on 07764 357403.

	The Band & Corps of Drums
	of the Royal Regiment of the Lancashire Fusiliers
	Saturday 26th September  |  Starts at 7:30pm
	All Saints Church, Hindley
	Tickets cost £10 each including refreshments, programme and Union Flag.  To get tickets contact Eileen Magee (01942 521523) or Annette Baron (07779 064608).  Alternatively call in at All Saints Church on Sunday or Wednesday mornings from 9am-12noon.


	Last Night of The Proms
	Saturday 26th September  |  7:30pm
	St Michael & All Angels Church, Swinley
	The Pemberton Old Wigan DW Championship Band. Tickets £12 - purchase from 07792 414964.


	Lifelines Dementia Cafe
	Friday 2nd October  |  1:30pm
	St James’ with St Thomas’ Church, Poolstock
	The October cafe will be Harvest themed.  Our Dementia Cafés are free to attend and we welcome those living with dementia, their carers and anyone else who would like to join us.


	Harvest Fellowship Lunch
	Sunday 27th September  |  11am Service with meal afterwards
	St Elizabeth’s Church, Aspull
	St Elizabeth’s Church, Aspull, invite you to enjoy a Harvest Fellowship Lunch following their 11am Harvest Festival Church Service. As part of the lunch, you will enjoy hotpot, jam sponge and custard. The  lunch is free, but donations welcome towards the upkeep of the church.  Booking is essential!

	To book, contact Eric on 07753 526219 or Elaine on 07368 286702.
	All of the Harvest Services and Events this year can be seen in one handy place!  Scan the QR code, or visit www.churchwigan.org/harvest to find them.


	Harvest 2026!


	Events
	CONTINUED...
	Assembly Bangers
	Saturday 3rd October  |   Door Open 6pm for a 6:30pm start
	Belt out classics like...
	🍁 Autumn Days
	💡 Shine Jesus Shine’,
	🚶One More Step    and many more!
	Tickets: £10 Per Person, which includes a complimentary choice of alcoholic/non-alcoholic reception drink and a snack. Scan the QR code to sign up!

	Always Ashton Halloween Trail
	Saturday 31st October   |   10.30am - 2pm

	‘Lifted’ Prayer & Worship Evening
	Monday 28th September  |   7:30pm

	Jigsaw Festival
	Saturday 3rd October |  Doors open at 11am until 3pm

	A BIG Thank You!
	Open Afternoon & Service
	Thursday 24th September  |  Church open from 3:30pm with service starting at 7pm.
	2026 Pantry Opening Times

	Middleton & Wood Car Wash
	Saturday 3rd October  |   10am - 2pm
	Middleton & Wood Open Day

	Peace of Mind Dementia Cafe
	Tuesday 29th September & Tuesday 27th October  |   1:30pm
	/ChurchWigan




